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estimated at 347 metric tons (mt) for 1996, 281 mt for
1997, and 301 mt for 1998. These numbers are based on
a composite model (see box: Drug Flow Model Explana-
tion) which integrates four independent measures of
cocaine availability: (1) the potential cocaine production
estimates developed by the Central Intelligence Agency’s
Crime and Narcotics Center (CIA/CNC), (2) the esti-
mates based on foreign movement analysis derived from
the Interagency Assessment of Cocaine Movement
(IACM), (3) an estimate of cocaine crossing the U.S.
border, and (4) an estimate of cocaine consumption.6

Between 1996 and 1998, the estimated level of domestic
cocaine availability has decreased by 13 percent. 

One measure of domestic heroin availability is obtained
from a consumption approach, which yields 12.4 mt in
1996, 13.1 mt in 1997, and 12.5 mt in 1998.7 Over the
past two years, this shows a negligible change in heroin
consumption. Use of a supply-approach, which combines
the results of DEA’s Heroin Signature Program (HSP) and
CNC’s Potential Production process, also yields a steady,
although slightly higher estimate of 16 mt of heroin con-
sumed over the past two years. 

Domestic marijuana availability has only been esti-
mated using a consumption approach. In 1996, 876 mt
of marijuana were consumed, 962 mt in 1997, and 954
mt in 1998. This is an increase of 9 percent over the past

Source: ONDCP Sequential Transition and Supply Model (cocaine) and Consumption Models 
(heroin, marijuana, and methamphetamine), 1999

Figure 13
Street availability of cocaine and methamphetamine declines 

while marijuana and heroin remain steady
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Observed data points are shown in black and policy targets are in red.

Note: A single estimate of overall drug availability in the U.S. is not possible because of different modeling 
methodologies used for each drug.
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I I .  P r o g r e s s  T o w a r d  A c h i e v i n g  t h e  S t r a t e g y ’ s  G o a l s  a n d  O b j e c t i v e s


